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relaxed nothing of their resolute efforts. In 1781 Petitions
for economical reform were presented from nine Counties,
and from the City of Westminster.1 The motion in the
House of Commons to refer the Petitions to a Committee
of the whole House was rejected, ancl the agitation for
reform was lost in the general dismay over the growing
disasters abroad. At last the pressure of the accumulated
calamities of years of mismanagement, and of that supine
incompetence which was a direct result of the King's in-
fluence became intolerable and irresistible. Lord North was
driven from office by votes of censure which he could no
longer defy; an event the importance of which can only
be appreciated when it is remembered that almost every
Ministry that went out of office during the next thirty years,
succumbed not to the displeasure of Parliament, but to the
displeasure of the King. The formation of a Government
by Rockingham in 1782 was not merely the climax, it was
the direct result of the series of efforts in the country and
In Parliament, by which Burke and Fox had struggled to
destroy the fatal supremacy of the King. That struggle
had obliged the King to choose as his Ministers men who
were publicly pledged to destroy his corrupt authority, and
it had created In the country so strong and indignant a
public spirit, that the King could not hope to secure a
more amenable House of Commons by a dissolution of
Parliament.
The new Government was divided and shortlived, but it
accomplished with some modifications one-half of the dual
policy of the Rockingham party. It carried three great
measures for making Parliament honest and independent:
the first a Bill for excluding contractors from the House of
Commons; the second a Bill for disfranchising Revenue
Officers; and the third an abridged version of Burke's
original scheme of economical reform. Each of these
measures was a striking achievement, and taken together,
1 It was Fox who moved the adoption of the Petition at a public meeting in
Westminster,